AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 22, 2004

SENATE BILL No. 1271

Introduced by Senator Ortiz

February 13, 2004

Ar-actto-amend-Seetion-35160-5-ofthe- Education-Code+elating to
sehool-distrietsAn act to repeal Chapter 1037 of the Statutes of 2000,
relating to the Grant Joint Union High School District.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

SB 1271, as amended, Ortiz—Sehool-districts—pupi-extracdrricular
and-cocurrictlaractiviie&rant Joint Union High School District

Existing law requires a school district that succeeds the Grant Joint
Union High School District to use, for home-to-school transportation,
the funding made available pursuant to voluntary desegregation
programs and requires that pupils in grades 7 to 12, inclusive, who
apply to transfer from a school district that succeeds the Grant Joint
Union High School District to another school district that succeeds the
Grant Joint Union High School District to be granted a transfer
according to certain priorities, among which is that the transfer would
mitigate schoolsite segregation.

Thisbill would repeal these provisions and instead state the intent of
the Legislature that, if the Grant Joint Union High School District is
reorganized to create 2 new unified school districts, the reorganization
be implemented in a manner that provides constitutionally permissible
opportunities for the voluntary racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic
integration of pupils attending the each school district.

Thebill would require a poposal to reorganize the Grant Joint Union
High School District that is initiated by the Sacramento County
Committee on School District Organization and approved by the State
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Board ofEducation before December 31, 2007, to incledpiirements

that pupils eligible to enroll in any of grades 7 to 12, inclusive, except
expelled pupils, whose parents are residents of any school district that
succeeds the Grant Joint Union High School District have the same
rights to enroll in any secondary school in a district that succeeds the
Grant Joint Union High School District as a pupil whose parents are
residents of that other district, and thtae successor school districts to
the Grant Joint Union High School District provide free transportation
to these pupils if they so request, hold joint annual meetings to review
segregation issues, and grant seniority rights to employees of school
districts that cease to exist as a result of the proposal who become
employees of the successor districts.

The bill would require a ballot measure to approve this proposal to
clearly inform the voters that by approving the measure the voters are
mandatingthe successor school districts to incur costs to implement the
requirements described above and that these costs would not be
reimbursed by the state. The bill would make legislative findings and
declarations in this regard.

The bill would declare that, due to the unique circumstances
applicable to the Grant Joint Union High School District, a general
statute within the meaning of certain provisions of the California
Constitution cannot be made applicable and a special statute is
necessary.

BExistirglaw-equires-the-geverning-board-of-each-seheekdistret that
matrtains—one—or—more—schools—containirg—any—ofgrades—+to 12,

' - - . - . .
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee- yes
State-mandated local program: no.
The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SO Seoban DL B0 L o dhe —eenfan T o0 S
2 SECTION 1. Chapter 1037 thfe Statutes of 2000 ispealed.
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SEC. 2. ltis the intent of the Legislature that, if the Grant Joint
Union High School District is reorganized into two unified high
school districts, the reorganization be implemented in a manner
that provides constitutionally permissible opportunities for the
voluntary racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic integration of pupils
attending each school districts.

SEC. 3. A proposal to reorganize the Grant Joint Union High
School District that is initiated by the Sacramento County
Committee on School District Organization and approved by the
StateBoard of Education before December 31, 2007, shall include
provisions stating that approval of the reorganization by the voters
is approval of the following conditions:

(&) Notwithstanding any provision of law, a pupil who is
eligible to enroll in any of grades 7 to 12, inclusive, except an
expelled pupil, whose parents are residents of any school district
that succeeds the Grant Joint Union High School District has the
same rights to enroll in any secondary school in a district that
succeeds the Grant Joint Union High School District as a pupil
whose parents reside in that other district. A pupil attending,
pursuant to this subdivision,sghool district other than the school
district of residence is deemed to be a resident pupil transferring
from outside the attendance area of the school for purposes of the
open enrollment policy of the school district.

(b) (1) A school district that succeeds the Grant Joint Union
High School District shall adopt an open enrollment policy
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 35160.5 of the Education
Code to establish priority for pupils eligible to enroll in any of
grades 7 to 12, inclusive, in the following order:

(A) Currently enrolled pupils at a schoolsite who are residents
of the school attendance area.

(B) Currently enrolled pupils at a schoolsite under a policy on
intradistrict transfers existing before a policy is adopted pursuant
to this subdivision.

(C) Siblings of currently enrolled pupils at a schoolsite.

(D) Pupils who qualify as English learners.

(E) Pupils who qualify for the free and reduced price lunch
program.

(F) Other priorities that the governing board may establish.

(2) Priority among pupils in the same priority category shall be
resolved by random lottery.
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(c) A school district that succeeds the Grant Joint Union High
SchoolDistrict shall provide, at no cost to the pupil, transportation
from home or a reasonably convenient location to school to any
pupil who so requests and enrolls in a secondary school of the
district pursuant to subdivision (a).

(d) The school districts that succeed the Grant Joint Union
High School District shall jointly and annually hold at least one
special meeting of their governing boards for the following
purposes:

(1) To review segregation issues in the schools of the districts.

(2) To review the results of the open enrollment options offered
pursuant to this act.

(3) To propose other programs or policies to address racial
isolation or imbalance.

(e) An employee of the Grant Joint Union High School District,
the Rio Linda Union School District, or the North Sacramento
Union School District who becomes an employee of a school
district that succeeds the Grant Joint Union High School District
retainsall seniority rights that he or she earned while employed by
the Grant Joint Union High School District, the Rio Linda Union
School District, or the North Sacramento Union School District.

SEC. 4. A ballot measure &pprove a proposal to reganize
the Grant Joint Union High School District shall clearly inform the
voters that by approving the measure the voters are mandating
each successor school district to incur costs to provide
transportation to pupils who are eligible to attend any of grades
7 to 12, inclusive and who request that transportation beiged
to them, hold joint annual meetings to review segregation issues,
and grant seniority rights to employees of school districts that
cease t@xist as a result of the proposal who become employees of
the successor districts. The ballot measure shall also clearly
inform the voters that the state will not reimburse these costs
because they are not state-mandated local costs within the
meaning of Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California
Constitution.

SEC. 5. The Legislature finds and declares as follows:

(a) Thecosts incurred by the school districts that are successors
to the Grant Joint Union High School District to provide
transportation to pupils pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 3,
hold joint annual meetings to review segregation issues pursuant
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to subdivision (d) of Section 3, and grant seniority rights to
employees afchool districts pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section

3 are not state-mandated costs within the meaning of Section 6 of
Article XllI B of the California Constitution.

(b) The voters in approving the proposal to reorganize the
GrantJoint Union High School District are mandating those costs.

(c) The state is not obliged to reimburse those costs.

SEC. 6. The Legislature finds and declares that, due to the
unique circumstances applicable to the Grant Joint Union High
School District, a general statute cannot be enacted within the
meaning of subdivision (b) of Section 16 of Article IV of the
California Constitution.
amendedtoread:

98



SB 1271 —6—

1
2
3
4
5 sestisn
6
7
8
9

98



NRPRRPRRRRRERPR R
COONOUIRWNRPRPOOONOOUTAWN R

N N
N

NN NN
ool hWw

N
-~

WNN
O ©

WWWWWwWwWwWww
O~NO O WN PR

SB 1271

98



SB 1271 —8—

NRPRRPRRPRRRRERRPRRRE
COONOUIRWNRPOOONOOUTAWN R

N N
N

NN NN
ool hWw

N
-~

WNN
O ©

WWWWWwWwwWwww
OCO~NOUITAWNEF

98



RPRRPREPRPRRRE
NOUTRWNRPROOONOUDNWN R

—9— SB 1271

98



